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that positions them as inadequate parents unable to comprehend the racial 
realities of their children’s lives. 
 Part two deals with narratives of personhood. Linda L. Layne theorizes 
the “realness” problem of a pregnancy that does not end in a live birth (114). 
She looks at how parents use a range of material artifacts to construct ideas 
of fetal personhood and to validate parenting experiences that take place in a 
culture of silence surrounding pregnancy loss. Marcia Claire Inhorn explores 
the ways in which male-dominated biomedicine, coupled with discourses of 
religious and moral regulation, limits access to fertility treatments for poor 
women in Egypt. Gail Landsman critically examines narratives of mothering 
children with disabilities, and documents the active role of mothers in recast-
ing these narratives.
Motherhood as an institution shaped by the socio-legal arena is discussed 
in part three. Susan Dalton offers a critique of California’s laws that pro-
mote institutional heterosexuality and render non-biological mothers le-
gally invisible. Diana Mulinari investigates motherwork as a political site 
for gender struggle in Nicaragua, emphasizing how maternity is caught up 
in the cultural contradiction of being ideologically reified and practically 
devalued. Finally, Deborah Connolly argues against romanticization of a 
mythical “good mother” by examining how homeless mothers are impacted 
by discourses that surround the conventional model of a middle-class, nu-
clear American family. 
Overall, the careful research presented in this book validates the ability of 
mothers to actively negotiate and resist culturally dominant discourse. The 
primary strength of this highly readable and informative collection lies in 
its analysis of how the social hierarchies of gender, race, class, sexuality, and 
nationalism intersect to produce a wide variety of ideas about contemporary 
maternity.
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The difficulty in commenting with any degree of depth or precision on an 
edited work is considerable, but this is particularly so in the case of Maternal 
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Pedagogies: In and Outside the Classroom. The breadth of this compilation is 
striking, simultaneously exhilarating and exhausting. From personal narrative 
to literary analysis, ethnographic research to accounts of activism, this volume 
covers an impressive, if at times overwhelming, range of content and method. 
In their editorial introduction, Deborah Byrd and Fiona J. Green write 
that “maternal pedagogies are always in flux, always performative … and em-
ployed by individuals and groups whose positionality, values, goals, and strat-
egies are ever-shifting” (2). The reality of this instability is woven throughout 
each contribution, mirroring its presence in the broader field of education. 
Each piece makes a unique contribution to theorizing maternal pedagogies, 
but the overriding strength of this volume lies in its insistent problematiza-
tion of such theorizing practice. The normative notions of the good mother 
and teacher, child and learner are repeatedly underlined and undermined to 
underscore the ever-evolving nature and practice of education. 
Maternal Pedagogies is divided into five sections, each comprised of three 
essays. The first section critically assesses a myriad of problems with cultur-
ally embedded assumptions about fertility, gender, and the right to maternity. 
Section two sheds light on the learner as a recipient of maternal pedagogies. 
Of particular interest is Walsh and Harrison’s article exploring the use of cul-
tural capital in maternal activism in the face of children’s disability within the 
educational system. Section three explores the experience of learning from 
one’s children and students. It is notably, and perhaps unavoidably, touching 
and informative.  Section four deals with pedagogical othermothering.  Byrd’s 
account of service learning pedagogy, as well as Hutner’s description of her 
experience as an academic mother, ecofeminist teacher, and cancer survivor 
represents praxis at its finest.  The final section of this volume deals with the 
passing on of maternal pedagogies.  Concepts axiomatic to education, namely 
critical dialogue, creativity, responsibility, and hope, are explored throughout 
the section.
Felt across the essays is the fundamental, often unspoken discomfort with 
the fact that education is unavoidably a normative activity.  We educate our 
children, our students, and ourselves according to our conception of what 
is good and right. We do this critically, consciously, and deliberately, as 
teachers and mothers, academics and activists. What is more, we educate 
knowing that we may be wrong, that we could, at least theoretically, do 
better, and that we will be challenged by our students, our children, our col-
leagues and peers.  The essays in Maternal Pedagogies, and the stories they 
recount, actively resist re-inscribing unjust power relations, argue against 
dominant patriarchal practices and assumptions, and self-consciously call 
out the privilege inherent in reading, writing, formalized education, and 
academic discourse. 
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Though the relationship between education and mothering in its myriad 
of forms and contexts is palpable, maternal pedagogies is a remarkably under-
explored concept. The expanse of topics, theories, and style in this volume is 
testament to the need for continued and vast exploration of maternal pedago-
gies. The vastness of this collection also means that it will be of interest to a 
wide range of readers who may, at one time or another, have occupied the po-
sition of child or parent, student or teacher, historian or literary theorist. Like 
a child, this volume is full of probing questions, compassion, and wisdom.
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Too many mothers in the early twenty-first Western world are plagued by 
the mythical notion of the perfect mother. Myths of this type arise within 
a philosophy of totalization and universalism in which diversity is suspect.
Totalizing assertions such as “all mothers should…” or “any mother would…” 
limit the ways in which mothers can effectively mother. These prescriptions 
also ignore the ways individual children need to be mothered, and dismiss the 
relationships and unique arrangements that mothers and their children create 
that benefit themselves and their communities.
In Through the Maze of Motherhood: Empowered Mothers Speak, Erika Hor-
witz describes the complex experience of resisting the dominant discourse of 
motherhood in the Western world. From her interviews with fifteen moth-
ers, Horwitz presents ways to “redefine our roles as well as our perceptions of 
what a mother is” (63). In describing and considering the experiences of her 
interviewees, Horwitz eschews critical judgment. Instead, she acknowledges 
that the act of resistance is influenced and constrained by one’s socio-histori-
cal context.  This allows the reader to see the subtlety and courage present in 
acts of resistance, and the way these acts may lead to new discoveries.  
Although encouraged by Horwitz to read with an open mind, I often 
found it difficult to do so. Horwitz’s interviewees challenge dominant moth-
ering practices. In describing resistance, Horwitz touches upon many of the 
